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Karen GJ Lewis Scholarship Application 
Award Year 2022 
 

I. Applicant 

Applicant Name: Last:    First: 
 
Middle: 

Address: Street:  City: 
 
State:           ZIP Code: 

 
Phone Number:  Email Address: 
 
Date of Birth: 

  

 
Would you identify your race as Black or African American?          ☐ Yes        ☐  No 
 
How do you identify your gender?   ☐ Male   ☐ Female  ☐ Non-binary  ☐ Prefer not to say  ☐ Prefer to self-describe   

 
II. College or University you will attend  
 
Name: 
(Proof of college acceptance must be included for completion of application requirements) 

Address: Street:  City: 
 
State:          ZIP Code: 

 
Anticipated College Major:  

 
Minor: 

 

III. Applicant Background 
 
Academic Activities: 
 
 
 
 
 
Community Service Activities: 
 
 
 
 
 
Extra-Curricular Activities: 
 
 
 
 
 
Group Collaboration or Leadership Activities: 
 
 
 
 
 
Honors/Awards/Recognitions: 
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Karen GJ Lewis Scholarship Application 
Award Year 2022 
 

IV. Personal Essays 
 
Karen GJ Lewis, National Board Certified Teacher, was a public school teacher and union leader of the 
highest order. She embodied many admirable characteristics. Karen was compassionate, influential, 
innovative, reflective, resilient, and smart – just to name a few. In the Personal Statement below, please 
respond to each of the writing prompts. Make sure that you do not exceed the word limitations. 
 

 
1. In 750 words or less (~3,750 characters), respond to the following prompt. Why do you want to 

become a public school teacher in Chicago? 
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Karen GJ Lewis Scholarship Application 
Award Year 2022 
 

IV. Personal Essays 
 

2. In 500 words or less (~2,500 characters), respond to the following prompt. Reflect on a time when 
you questioned or challenged a belief or idea. What prompted your thinking? What did you do? 
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Karen GJ Lewis Scholarship Application 
Award Year 2022 
 

IV. Personal Essays 
 

3. In 750 words or less (~3,750 characters), respond to the following prompt. The lessons we take from 
obstacles we encounter can be fundamental to later success. Recount a time when you faced a 
challenge, setback, or failure. Describe how you responded, how it affected you, and tell what 
you learned from the experience. 
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Karen GJ Lewis Scholarship Application 
Award Year 2022 
 

IV. Personal Essays 
 

4. In 500 words or less (~2,500 characters), respond to the following prompt. Discuss an 
accomplishment, event, or realization that sparked a period of personal growth and a new 
understanding of yourself or others. 
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Karen GJ Lewis Scholarship Application 
Award Year 2022 
 

IV. Personal Essays 
 
5. In 750 words or less (~3,750 characters), respond to the following prompt. Some applicants have a 

background, identity, interest, or talent that is so meaningful they believe their application 
would be incomplete without it. Please share your story. 
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